Human disease caused by an arbovirus closely related to Ilheus virus: report of five cases.
We report five cases of human disease caused by arbovirus in 5 patients from the State of São Paulo, Brazil, residing in the municipalities of Osasco, Atibaia, Guarujá, and the capital São Paulo, respectively. One of the patients resides in São Luis, capital of the State of Maranhão. The sites of infection probably were the states of Paraná and Goiás, both in cave regions, the State of Amazonas, and Rondônia in two cases. Laboratory tests for malaria were negative and 1 patient showed a positive serum reaction for leptospirosis. Serum samples from the acute and convalescent phases were tested by hemagglutination inhibition, complement fixation, and neutralization in mice. Acute phase samples were inoculated into suckling mice by the intracerebral route. A close antigenic relationship was observed between the five agents isolated and the flavivirus Ilheus. Serologic tests demonstrated the absence of antibodies in all samples from the 5 patients during convalescence and even for more than 1 year after infection in 1 of them.